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“an amazing corridor

By -Prashan‘th HebbarfI'NN

; Bangalore Fmagine. A fibre optic -
cable network between Washing-
“ton D.C. and Jacksonrville (Florida)
spanning some 1,250 km Izid in

' three months flat - Building the

. first and only people mover transit -

_ system using ¥inear inducion mo- |
" tgrs in Detroit Building the first .
iraps-Atlantic fibre network: be- &
 tween New York City and Los'An--
geles (alongside the raitway line).

“Behind these projects and many mors isa
mnan now familiar to the people of Karnataka.

* The man: behind Bangalore-Mysore Infra-

. structure Corridor {BMIC), Ashok Eheny_

. was happily retired until -the governor of .

" Massachnsetis visited Bangalore in 1995 and
+he idea of an expressway be-ween Baagalore

-.and Mysore was mooted. -

: ' stience and engineering from Woster Poly-
. technic {(Woster, Massachiisetts), Kheny had

::ihn ga}iwte}lh_srecrmﬂﬂgoﬁeermPem s

: Ceniral (later Corrall, a railway company in
the UUS) that he would guit if he doésh'trise to

" the ievél of vice-presideni in five years. That

‘wasin 1974, Tn 1979, Kheny did qmt Penn Cen-

taltoﬂoaimsemcompaﬂy SaBEmzmeer \

ing and Constructions Inc.. and RSLWE._)T Sys*
. tems Design Inc. (RSD} o
. In fhe next.sever years, SAB mplnmented
some of ihe prestigious projects in Califor-
nia, New York, Florida, Detroit. and Massa-
chusetts “They belisved me. My credibility
was good,” says Kheny when .asked how
Americans carne to.trst'a company Tun by
-an Iﬁd_laﬁ Though 1ot ev eryone ﬂ.ld.

For mstance Kheny’s TTventzIre_ :
" NSI Logic -which was Jjpi0 |
- CAD/CAM systém had to be sold ©
off as venmrecapjia]}stsrefused io
 back an Indian entreprenenr “The
only * other company imio-
CAD/CAM at that time was BM
*. . and (fechnical) magazineshadrat-
» ed our product to ‘be better than-
their’s,” -says Kheny . : =
;; The US admsmshaﬁen Tecpg- -
‘nised Kheny's contribution and

in 1937 President Ronald Reagan honoured

this 111‘3:16 gzant with the ‘Ounistanding Busi-

“nessman of the Year of a lm_nonty Commu-

nity Award’. For Eﬂe;ﬁy who hails from Khe- .
ny Ramjol in Bidar district, this was the high-
est Tecognition he. could hope for By 1883,
Kheny had made a forturié from SAB’s suc- -
cess. He sold m‘"tl.ozas of his’ bﬁSlIlESS and d&.

A mastérs degree holder in management - cided to retive:

“Ope day my sons came bac:k Is.ome ﬁrymg
Other children in their<lass had ragged

‘saying you are dirty because you are Indjaﬁs

That's when I decided to come back to India

'aﬂdgonmetomakeﬂmasgmaias.émer—

dca,” says Kheny The iryst with Karnaiaka
started thus. Fbsﬁr"tpro_}ectmthn state was, :
the bypass road pear Dharwad city Butaproj-

ect like BMIC was his original passion. i
'He is'deseribed as a workhaholic, passion- .

ate and: diathard believer, by ]:1_15 colleagnes. .

" “Even if it takes another 10 years, T will pur- |
- sue this project. and eomplete it,” he says.

Having spent over, 30 years in the US, Kheny
has still not opted for a US c1bze:nsh1p g
Though his family has, ‘he pmfers io be
}mnwnas a citizen of India. el
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